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Research in science and humanities is very important for development
of a society or a country. One of the important reasons for
underdevelopment of third world countries is the lack of research in
science and humanities. Same is the case in India. Developed countries
of Europe and United States of America spend a sumptuous amount of
money of the budget for higher education and research.

The Govt. of India has given impetus on research in higher
education in New Education Policy 2020. National Research
Foundation (NRF) is proposed to strengthen the research ecosystem
in India with an outlay of 50,000 Crore over a period of 5 years. Three
categories of Universities are proposed in NEP 2020. These are i)
Autonomous degree-giving University, ii) Teaching University and iii)
Research University. The Kothari Common suggested for increase of
above 6% expenditure out of the total budget. In the NEP 2020 this
increase is visible.

Different research journals are being published by many colleges
and other institutions of higher education in our state. Many College
teachers and University professors are interested in publication of their
research papers for CAS Promotion. But UGC Care listed and standard
journals among these are few and far between. Though a proper research
environment in every HEI is a sine qua non for development of higher
education and all round development of a society in our state, which is
absent. Nowadays teachers are engaged in many non-scholastic
activities apart from scholastic activities. This compels the teachers to
disengage themselves from research activities.

Eshona (search) is the bilingual (Assamese and English) research
journal of Dr. B.K.B. College. It resulted in the deliberation of the
meeting of the Governing Body of Dr. B.K.B. College on a proposal
of a few members two years ago. The objective for publication of this
research journal is to create a serious research culture among the faculty
members of the institution. Unfortunately because of COVID-19
situations publication of the journal was not fructified in time.



.

We started this journal as a bilingual and yearly publication and
made necessary arrangement for peer review of it. In the first issue of
this journal the Editorial Committee after reviewing considered five
research papers for publication-two in Assamese and three in English.

It is expected that in the next issues papers from researchers across
the countries will pour in and it will be a tough job for the editor and
reviewers to review and select papers for publication. In due
course we will strive to include this journal in the UGC Care list. We
have also proposed to acquire ISSN Number with due process and
publish it initially in offline mode and after 1st issue to publish it in
offline as well as in online mode.

Nripen Chandra Das
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Editorial

With the proliferation of educational institutions in the society, there emerge educated
people in every nook and corner. These institutions gradually pave a brighter way from
primary level to the field of higher education. Newer perceptions develop with the rise of
numbers of educated youths in the societal platform. The tree of these sophisticated thoughts
expands through the branches and leaves and the roots of such thoughts fruitfully infiltrate
to the intense of its acceptance. Reviewing the conventional issues with newer perspectives,
analyzing the newer aspects with scientific methods, influence the society in a much wider
way and the society get inspired towards progressing with logical feelings and temperament.

Different mediums can be applied for expression and transmission of newer thoughts.
People expand their psycho-social ideas by means of radio, television, newspaper and various
social media platforms. But, a few limitations are detected concerning some of these
platforms. Official circulars, private newspaper agencies, socio-political ideals of television
owners etc. interrupt a rational being in practicing his liberal, secular and scientific
perceptions to some extent. In this regard, a separate platform is required for in-depth research
and expression of scientific thoughts. Apart from formulating the thoughts in a skilled
manner, any kind of scholastic institutions like scientific research centre, college, university
etc. can build a separate research-based field for others. It’s a positive sign that many
educational institutions and private corporations have opened up a route to scientific research
by publishing journals of diverse backgrounds. Now-a-days, this type of research has been
upgraded in comparison to the past days.

In this concern, Dr. Birinchi Kumar Barooah (Puranigudam, Nagaon, Assam) College
has planned to publish a journal from this session (2022). The journal is primarily research-
oriented. The scientific and research discussions on language, literature, society, culture,
economics etc. will get preference in this journal. The articles or writings included in the
journal will be examined by a committee constituted with experienced and knowledgeable
persons.

Finally it is hoped that though it is proposed to publish with a minor arrangement for
the time being, the journal in due course of time will be ornamented and expanded to a

well-equipped research journal with diverse subjects and issues.

Som Nath Bora

Lalpiengmawi Changsan
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Naming Practice of
the Meetei Hindu

Hanjabam Surmangol Sharma
Manipur University

1.0 INTRODUCTION
The Meeteis inhabit in the valleys of Manipur. They are native speakers of Meeteilon
(Manipuri language) which is a Tibeto-Burman language. Meeteilon is recognized
as one of the official languages of Indian constitution. The Meeteis may broadly be
divided into two groups in terms of the religions they follow as (a) Meetei Proper
(b) Meetei hindu (c) Meetei Christian. The term 'Meetei Proper used in the paper
refers to those Meeteis who follow indigenous faith/religion which is popularly
known as Sanamahism. Meetei hindu may further be divided into Meetei Bamon
and Meetei non-Bamon. The former is distinguished from the latter on the basis as
they take care of hinduism related rituals, ceremonies, functions as priests. It may
be said that all the Meeteis follow similar naming practice except for the choice of
words in their last names, given names, etc. All Meeteis consider their surnames
are very essential components in their names. In every culture personal naming
system is unique that connects with socialization process. Someone's complete
name embodies information with which his or her identification is properly repre-
sented. A group of people who share same socio-cultural background follow a par-
ticular naming pattern. The paper discusses the naming practice followed by the
Meetei hindus in particular. It is understandable that there is a gradual change in
the naming practices over the years due to various reasons, however, the paper will
not go into the details of the factors responsible for the change. The social fabric
keeps on evolving as various forms of inter-personal relations come into the pic-
ture which was once non-existent. The pace of growing/unceasing complexity in
the social structure is quicker than before we could produce or create new words to



bridge the gap. However, speakers start looking for closer terms or words which
are available in the language in order to describe the situation or resort to some
other strategies such as borrowing a suitable terms or words from other popularly
known languages. The paper begins with the discussion about the Meetei Bamons
and what popular term is used to identify them. This is followed by the discussion
on the naming practices adopted by the Meetei Bamons and the Meetei non-Bamons.
A new trend in the naming practice is also examined in the paper. Finally, a sample
list of the surnames of Meetei Bamons and Meetei non-Bamons is presented.
2.0 WHO ARE THE MEETEI BAMONS?

The Meetei Bamons are believed to have migrated from other parts of main-
land India centuries ago. They were well accepted and accommodated by the then
Meetei society and their roles and presence gained prominence when the Meeteis
embraced Hinduism. It is known that the Bamons had been chosen to serve as
priests at the temples of the Meetei hindus, at religious ceremonies and also as
cooks at various functions and ceremonies and still they deliver the same service.
The word aigya seems to have been borrowed from the Indo-Aryan word 34731l
(aagya) which means “order, permission'. Interestingly, aigya is used as a term of
address to the Meetei Bamon priests and cooks, and also the same term is used
while addressing any Bamon man by another bamon or by other non-Bamons. The
term aigya may be considered as an inoffensive word that could avoid a Bamon's
given name while addressing him. No society may be free from hierarchical order
among its members completely which is reflected in the address and reference
terms used in the language. The Meetei society is not an exception in this regard.
Meeteilon/Manipuri which is native language of Meeteis adopts various ways of
addressing someone provided the addressee feels his/her position is properly ac-
knowledged otherwise the addresser would be considered rude and impolite. In
some Meetei hindu families when a senior member addresses a junior by his/her
name, the addressee responds to the addresser as aigya. Sometimes, a young Bamon
man is also addressed as aigya macha ‘young aigya' and also a senior Bamon man
as aigyahan 'senior aigya’. It is observed that aigya may refer to a Bamon man or
an inoffensive response word. A Bamon woman may be addressed as thouraani
instead of aigya. If someone addresses a young unmarried Bamon girl as thouraani
she may not like it because the term is often used to refer or address the wife of a
Bamon priest. Nowadays, the occupation of a Bamon man does not restrict him-
self to being a priest and/or a cook only.
3.0 NAMING PATTERN OF THE MEETEI HINDUS

In every culture male and female names are distinct. Sometimes, it happens that a
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male name is given to a female child or vice-versa in the Meetei society for a purpose
but the detailed discussion in this aspect is not done in the paper. As a tradition an elder
person in the family is assigned to give a name to a child but nowadays a trend has set
in as parents decide the names of their children. We may discuss two types of naming
patterns here for the Meetei Bamons and the Meetei non-Bamons. Traditionally, a
Meetei Bamon uses to write his or her surname first, which is then followed by a given
name and then a last name which is Sharma for male and Devi for female. Bamon
surnames are not many but distinct from that of the non-Bamons. Non-Bamons follow
the same pattern except for the last name is Singh for male and Devi for female. A male
Meetei Bamon and a male Meetei non-Bamon use separate last names which denote
their respective sub-group distinction as in following table– 1. However, both bamon
and non-Bamon women put the same last name as Devi.

Serial
Nos. Surnames(1) Given Names (2) Last Names (3) Remarks
1 Aribam Raghumani Sharma Bamon (M)
2 Nahakpam Ibochou Singh Non-Bamon (M)
3 Laimayum Bilashini Devi Bamon (F)
4 Haobam Tampha Devi Non-Bamon (F)
5 Gurumayum Sobita Sharma Bamon (F)
*6 Achom Radhamanbi Singh Non-Bamon (F)

Table – 1: Naming Pattern of Meetei Hindus
Considering (3) and (4) in table – 1, both Bamon and non-Bamon women put

the same last name as Devi. However, one can distinguish a Bamon woman from a
non-Bamon woman by checking on their surnames. Thus, a person's surname plays
an important role to determine his/her affiliation to a particular group. Sharma and/
or Singh versus Devi indicate someone is a man or a woman, while Sharma versus
Singh distinguishes between a male person belonging to the Meetei Bamon and an-
other male person to the Meetei non-Bamon. (5) may be considered as a recent phe-
nomenon where a female Meetei Bamon uses her last name as Sharma in place of
Devi for which the reason is unknown but assumed as a personal choice and adopted
by younger generations. However, the author has never come across a Meetei non-
Bamon woman has her name as in (6) where Singh as the last name.
4.0 A NEW TREND IN NAMING PATTERN

The section discusses a new trend in the naming practice adopted mostly by
younger generations where given names are followed by family names. Such an
order is believed to have wider applicability as most of the official application forms
or records comply with the said format. Consider Table - 2 for discussion.



Serial . Given Middle Surnames Remarks
Nos Names  Names
1 Shyamo Sharma Aribam Bamon (M)
2 Rajesh *** Gurumayum Bamon (M)
*3 Suresh Sharma *** Bamon (M)
4 Ibomcha Singh Haobam Non-Bamon (M)
5 Ibotombi *** Laishram Non-Bamon (M)
*6 Iboton Singh *** Non-Bamon (M)
7 Sanahanbi Devi Laimayum Bamon (F)
8 Lucy *** Laipubam Bamon (F)
*9 Chaobi Devi *** Bamon/Non-Bamon (F)
10 Elizabeth Devi Khundrakpam Non-Bamon (F)
11 Ibetombi *** Thangjam Non-Bamon (F)

Table – 2: New Trend of Naming Pattern
As presented above the Meetei traditional name may be viewed as having three

parts. The naming patterns presented in Table – 2 would be considered to have devel-
oped due to western influence. Once considered as the last name in Table - 1 is seen to
have occupied the middle name slot in Table – 2. In serial numbers 2, 5 and 8 in Table
- 2 we have observed that there are persons whose middle names are not used by
considering them as unimportant elements. Without his/her middle name a person's
identification remains complete by referring to his/her surname, which is distinct for a
Bamon and a non-Bamon. In serial numbers 3, 6 and 9 in Table - 2, the names are
without surnames but with middle names which are considered incomplete ones be-
cause such patterns display lack of potentiality for definite identification. (3) and (6) in
Table – 2, serve only to distinguish between a Bamon man and a non-Bamon man
while in (9) the woman could be a Bamon or a non-Bamon as Devi refers to women
folk. Hence, two essential components in someone's name are a surname and a given
name. In general male names are distinct from female ones, however, there are a few
names which could be given to both sexes, for example, Sanayaima (given name)
Aribam (surname) where Sanayaima could be a male name or a female name and the
surname carries only group membership information irrespective of a male or a fe-
male. In such a situation if his or her name is written as Sanayaima Sharma Aribam or
Sanayaima Devi Aribam we could easily figure out the person is a man or a woman. A
constituent in the Meetei hindu naming pattern which is once considered as 'redun-
dant' reveals its uniqueness in a particular situation while the given name fails to dis-
tinguish between a man and a woman. Each and every constituent in a naming pattern
may be thought of having assigned a value and that may remain in an explicit or
implicit mode depending on the situation.
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5.0 MEETEI SURNAMES
Meetei surnames are unique reflecting their identity. Meeteiness is vividly re-

flected on his/her surname. Meetei surnames and Meetei Bamon surnames are pro-
vided in Table - 3 and Table – 4 respectively which are not complete lists.
Serial Nos. Surnames Serial Nos. Surnames
1 Asem 2 Amom
3 Asangbam 4 Athokpam
5 Akoijam 6 Ahanthem
7 Elangbam 8 Haobam
9 Hamom 10 Huirem
11 Huirongbam 12 Huiningsubam
13 Irom 14 Kangabam
15 Kangujam 16 Khwairakpam
17 Karam 18 Kongbam
19 Konthoujam 20 Kongkham
21 Konsam 22 Khundrakpam
23 Khundongbam 24 Laishram
25 Laikhuram 26 Laiphrakpam
27 Lisam 28 Mangsatabam
29 Moirangthem 30 Maibam
31 Mairenbam 32 Meitalkeisangbam
33 Meitram 34 Naosekpam
35 Naorem 36 Namoijam
37 Nahakpam 38 Nameirakpam
39 Nongthombam 40 Ngeirangbam
41 Okram 42 Oinam
43 Pangabam 44 Phanjoubam
45 Phandom 46 Phijam
47 Soubam 48 Soibam
49 Sougrakpam 50 Sarungbam
51 Sarubam 52 Sagam
53 Tayenjam 54 Takhellambam
55 Tokpam 56 Thangjam
57 Thiyam 58 Wangkhem
59 Wairokpam 60 wangkheimayum



Table - 3: Meetei Surnames

Serial Nos. Surnames Serial Nos. Surnames

1 Aribam 2 Adhikarimayum

3 Anoubam 4 Brahmacharimayum

5 Bishnulatpam 6 Chodhurimayum

7 Gurumayum 8 Gotimayum

9 Goshaimayum 10 Guruaribam

11 Hajarimayum 12 Hanjabam

13 Hidangmayum 14 Kongbrailatpam

15 Kakchingtabam 16 Laimayum

17 leihaothabam 18 Manoharmayum

19 Mathurabashimayum 20 Phurailatpam

21 Samurailatpam 22 Sangllakpam

23 Shijagurumayum 24 takhelchangbam

Table - 4: Meetei Bamon Surnames
Let us compare Table – 3 and Table – 4 where we observe that the number of

Meetei surnames exceeds that of Meetei Bamon surnames. Meetei surnames do not
distinguish between Meetei hindus and Meetei Proper. It is difficult to say at the
moment that there are Meetei Bamons who are not hindus.

6.0 CONCLUSION
Meetei naming practice may be considered unique and distinct as the same is

happening in other cultures and societies, too. To use names in socio-cultural prac-
tice is inevitable and social change has impact on the naming pattern as we have
seen recent trend of naming practice in the Meetei society. All the parts in a person's
name are equally important though not necessarily all of them are expressed in a
given situation. Each part is assigned a value(s), for example Sharma denotes the
person belongs to menfolk as well as to Meetei Bamon community. The words such
as Sharma, Singh and Devi used by the Meetei hindus are definitely borrowed ones
from the mainland Indian hindus. However, the Meeteis do not use them as proper
surnames but as hindu tags. It is also interesting to note that some of the Meetei
Bamon surnames are compound words that contain Indo-Aryan constituent words
along with Meetei words, for example, Guru-mayum is composed of two words
which are Guru ‘master' is an Indo-Aryan word and mayum 'one's house' is a Meeteilon
word. Meetei Bamon seem to embrace their present surnames after they arrived in
Manipur.
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The Era of Digitalization:
Applicability and Adoption of ICT in

Transforming Rural India
Ankur Protim Mahanta

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science
Dr. B.K.B. College

Abstract
Background and objectives of the
study: The present study offers an
analysis of India’s dream to relocate its
rural segments from the status of ‘needy’
to ‘advantageous’ by the blessings of
digitalization and internetization. The
paper seeks to investigate how
Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) has emerged as the
new way of hope for farmers, rural
youths, and subaltern sections of the
receiving societal base. The prime
concern is to discover the role that is
played by ICT towards socio-political
and economic changes in general and
particularly in rural areas, which are
currently least affected by the latest
advances in the digital breakthrough. The
study provides an empirical analysis of
India’s response towards digitalization
and how technology is reshaping the

rural environment and converting rural
problems into possibilities.
Research Methods: To discover all
those questions, the study used
experimental, historical, descriptive, and
analytical methods and collected data
from governmental and non-
governmental reports; such as India
brand equity Foundation, Food, and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, Indian Chamber of Food and
Agriculture and World Economic Forum.
Contribution of the study: This paper
is very beneficial for rural stakeholders,
through which they can exploit for
appropriate and sustainable usage of ICT
for rural development. It indicates the
challenges and complications in using
tools of ICT in agriculture, e-commerce,
and in the empowerment of subaltern
sections of society. This paper will help
in understanding how ICT is performing
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in the process of transformation of rural India, from ‘needy to advantageous’, and
how it has brought a new scenario towards policy making and India’s agro-commercial
sector.
Keywords: - Information and Communication Technology, Internatization,
Digitalization,  Rural Development, Rural stakeholders.
1.1. Introduction:

The newly emerged digitized era is exposing, integrating, expanding, and engaging
all stakeholders of global politics; from public to private and urban to rural. Those
who have access and spending ability can consume it to make their lifestyles
streamlined and enjoyable. In contrast to the other stagnant countries, India is as yet
advancing and receiving new approaches to evacuate the tagline of ‘state of flux’.
The vision is quite simple; primarily to boost the homeland and generate opportunities
for citizens via digitalized techniques and the latest innovations.

Digitalization brings the world closer by erasing physical boundaries and breaking
limitations. It’s important to keep up with the demands of a transforming world that
thinks access to incredible opportunities in the most intimate of environments. In
this revolutionary era, we cannot solve our problems without Information and
Communication Technology and digitalization merged innovation. ICT is a motive
power in the process of globalization. Developments in the early 1990s in computer
hardware, software, and telecommunications have engendered outspread
improvements in access to information and economic potential. ICT, in the
globalization context, is about global knowledge, access, participation, and governance
in the information age.

Four pillars of Information and Communication Technology

(Figure 1)
Source: (Kurukshetra: A Journal of Rural Development, 2011, Vol.60, No.3)



ICT is an area in which information transmission is facilitated for various
types of services with the help of various mediums to communicate information
such as computer, software, hardware, wireless, internet, mobile phone, telephone,
radio, television, Bluetooth, networking, etc. It is the study or business of the
development and use of technology to relate the information and communication
process. Recent years have observed how information is collected and used in
both business and government worldwide. Throughout much of the world,
workplaces have been transformed from one based on paper documents to one
based on information technology. ICT has worked to promote the digital revolution
in many areas. Today every government and non-government institution is being
connected through ICT; apart from this the company and the consumer have also
been made very easy due to this. Today the best use can be seen in banking,
education, agriculture, and health services, whether it is an organization or a
consumer, both through ICT, changes are seen and efforts are also being made for
better days. ICT is more than computers and telephones. ICT immerses in effectively
all industrial, commercial, and service systems. Information and communication
technology is considered as both a means and an end for development. About two-
thirds of the world economy is based on services and in the rise of India and many
other developing countries, ICT is accepted as a national mission and has an
important role within manufacturing and industry.

The rural sector often lags behind in terms of essential infrastructure and
services like transportation, health, education, and government policies. It creates
a political as well as a morally unacceptable service inequality for the rural
population. This averts them from taking the appropriate and full participation in
the political life of the nation. Besides, there is still ongoing rural isolation and
deprivation that can negatively affect development. Indeed, the development of
the rural segment of the society has become the prime concern of the government
as it boosts the increasement of Gross Domestic Product. In this digitized era, the
Indian government has set distinctive concentration on rural development by
adopting and consuming ICT for making the nation a better nation. In that process,
the nation has confronted numerous glitches, particularly in the arena of agriculture,
e-commerce, and empowerment of subalterns. It provides a comprehensive analysis
of India’s experience of using ICT for boosting the rural economy through
agricultural development, expansion of e-commerce, and empowering rural youth
and subaltern sections. In this paper, the focus is given on how ICT is performing
in process of transformation of rural India, from ‘needy to advantageous’ and how
it has brought a new scenario towards policy making and India’s agricultural and
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commercial sector on which only a few pieces of literature are found. Therefore, the
work on the matter of applicability and adoption of ICT for renovating rural India is
relatively important keeping in view the importance of rural development.
1.2 Research Method

In this paper, experimental, historical, descriptive, and analytical methods are used
to understand how information and communication technology has emerged as a new
way of hope for farmers, rural youths, and subaltern sections of the receiving societal
base and to discover the role that is played by ICT towards socio-political and economic
changes in general and particularly on rural areas, which are currently least affected by
the latest advances in the digital breakthrough. A case study research design is used,
where all the data are collected from India brand equity Foundation, Department of
Commerce, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Indian Chamber
of Food and Agriculture, and World Economic Forum. Secondary sources such as books,
scholarly articles published in journals, newspapers, data published in government
documents, various official declarations and statements, reports, etc. are used for overall
enrichment of the research, and these help in getting various ideas. The entire research is
based on inductive reasoning, interpretivism, and constructionism. Internet sources are
also used to update empirical data and for the overall enrichment of the study. A self-
developed assessment structure is used for evaluating the reports of various governmental
and non-governmental organizations.
1.3 Roadway to IT revolution: The history of development

Development can be considered as an essential condition for transformation,
reorganization, and reorientation of the entire process of society; a substantial reality
and state of mind with which the state has focused on the attainment of healthier
existence. The structural transformation of the world in terms of its economic, social,
communication, technological sector insists on the process of change. The industrial
revolution was the landmark in the trajectory of development as the world witnessed
the rise of liberalism after it. The epoch of liberalism has changed everything, right
from the monarchy to democracy, slavery to liberty, and inspired people to think and
progress. Gilbert Rist has given a compelled diagram of development, can be traced
from its roots in the western understanding of history, through the early stages of the
world framework, the emergence of US neo-imperialist policy and the perceived
victory of the third world, to modern environmental issues and globalization
(Rist,2002). As the population increase and time goes on, human civilization becomes
even more interconnected by the process of globalization defined as intensification
and acceleration of social exchange, consciousness, and activities. It is the dynamic
shape towards the unified world, where state territory, language, government, ethnicity,
etc has no limit to communication. Technology and communication are easier than
ever to affect the culture, social as well as political, on economic development and



human physical, intellectual betterment in the society. Globalization is not a recent
phenomenon; rather the trajectory can be portrayed from the ancient age.

IT revolution is a major landmark in the process of globalization; assists in the
rise of neoliberal globalism that is characterized by free trade, deregulated
corporatism, competitiveness, enhanced communication in respect of the internet,
accelerated financial market, and easy access to information technology. The
information technology revolution has brought a sarcastic wave of change in the
way we live, work and relate to one another (“Fourth Industrial Revolution,” 2019).
It is a technology-driven change that creates a new chapter in the human development
process; an opportunity for everyone in the globe right from developed to
undeveloped, policymakers to people, urban to rural, to attach converging
technologies to generate a comprehensive, human-centered future (“Fourth Industrial
Revolution,” 2019).

“The information technology revolution has served as a catalyst for
electronic connectivity, altered the production function, enhanced
productivity growth, facilitated the collection of data, spearheaded
the transmission of ideas and extended the reach of economic and
social interactions.” (“What is IT revolution,” 2019)

In the 21st century, globalization is neither plenty to illustrate the events of the
economic and political domain, nor an appropriate depiction for contemporary
alteration precipitated by the stunning technological innovations. The initiation of
neo globalize economy has insisted on the new perception of internetization as an
alternative to globalization. The concept of internetization has got currency as it
narrates the empowerment of electronic connectivity in the age of new economy,
characterized by liberalized trade, the unregulated flow of capital, revolution in the
field of transport and communication (Passaris, 2018). The financial internetization
has resulted neo economic and commercial renovation portrays the ascend of e-
commerce, e-banking, e-governance, purchase of debit and credit, online money
transfer, e-bill payment, and even e-residency; a digital identity provided by the
government for the citizens so that they can access the services from any parts of the
world. Such type innovations in the field of science and communication alter the
ways of life, the mentality of the society and enlighten the hope of people.

The embracing of economic liberalization strategy in 1991 made India an
imperative performer of information technology, by which India shifted from the
path of socialism that had been adopted during the accomplishment of independence.
The first Indian Prime Minister Nehru had also recognized the importance of scientific
technology in the process of nation-building as the post-colonial Indian economic
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policy has portrayed on a scientific and technical base to attain self-reliance and to
eradicate poverty and hunger (Sharma, 2008). But the person behind India’s success
in the race of scientific technology was Rajiv Gandhi, who hailed as the ‘Father of
Information Technology and Telecom Revolution in India’ and as an architect of
Indian digitalization. However, the book entitled “The Long Revolution: The Birth
and Growth of India’s IT industry” has accredited Indira Gandhi for her dedication
towards the implementation of the new policy provided a head start of India’s
information and technology revolution from where Rajiv Gandhi inspired most and
opened up a new gateway for socio-economic and political transformation. Due to
his initiative, the Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT) and Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) were established respectively in the year 1984
and 1986 that revolutionized the Indian telecommunication network both in urban
and rural spaces as he presumed, “India is not a stagnant country. We are progressing.
We are in a state of flux. Our society, our economy is developing. Science and
technology is the key to the development.” (Singal, 2019). However, the Vajpayee is
remembered for reviving India’s global economy installed by former Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao in 1991 as he brought neo-telecommunication policy, a win-win
telecom formula, and opened up the sectors. Thereafter, Manmohan Singh has
contributed towards making India a technically equipped country by ending the license
raj and accelerating the dependence on science and communication technology. The
year 2014 is the landmark for India’s technological revolution as the globe witnessed
the inception of the “Digital India” program by Narendra Modi, visualized a
transforming India with a digitally embedded society and knowledge economy. The
vision is quite apparent for him; primarily to boost the homeland and generate
opportunities for citizens via digitalized techniques and the latest innovations
1.4 How ICT has emerged as the new way of hope in Rural India?
   Since the moment of independence, the improvement of rural areas has been
occupying a crucial place in the process of countrywide development as those are
renowned for poverty, illiteracy, joblessness, and underdevelopment. India, the country
of villages is always reliable on rural zones and its development, can be considered
as the ‘unfolding of capitalism’ and a package of policy and incentive that utilize to
foster a socio-economic, political, and psychological change of the human behavior
of rural areas (Bebbington, 2001). The issues like agrarian change, peasant economy,
and rural politics have made rural modernization more enthusiastic as it foster capitalist
development and construct the path of future development. When the focus is given
on theory; the Marxist political economy, neoclassical and institutional approach,
poststructuralism, and pragmatism have revealed the structural and analytical
orientation of the given framework.



As the whole world is moving with science and technology, the rural modernization
and capitalist revolution can be achieved via its adoption in socio-economic, political,
and psychological domains. Various measures have been taken since the Nehruvian
age for making rural modernization an intensification for the nation-building process;
right from unplanned to planned, underdevelopment to growth and extension based
economy and dark to the green revolution. Policymakers believed that the green
revolution shaped modernization and alteration; indeed the reflection was not as
widespread as they had imagined. The available mechanism was not plenty to cope
with the quantum of complex and miscellaneous information desires of rural masses.
However, for meeting intensified development, the rapid expansion of information
and communication technology is similar to blessing and can supplement and glorify
the extension functionaries in the right direction.
1.4.1 ICT policy and Government: Rural issues and Initiatives

In the understanding of rural issues and formulating initiatives to foster rural
modernization, the government has played a key responsibility. In the post-
independence episode, the government has adopted numerous strategies as well as
proposals to boost rural empowerment and modernization via a techno-based,
digitized, and knowledge-based economy. The massive initiatives and strategic
decisions were taken in the past that paved the way for future India in which currently
we are breathing and existing. The newest one, ‘Digital India’ was launched by
Narendra Modi on 1 July, 2015to facilitate and renovate India’s socio-economic and
political construction, generate structural empowerment, and craft governance digitally
compliant. India’s digital mission, an initiative to hunt for transfiguration and
modernity is based on nine parameters of development as it can integrate the
governmental arrangement. The nine pillars of development revealed in the mission
are, ‘Broadband highways’, ‘Universal access to mobile connectivity, ‘Public internet
access programme’, ‘E-Governance: Reforming government through technology’,
‘E-Kranti- Electronic delivery services’, ‘Information to all’, ‘Electronics
manufacturing’, ‘IT for jobs’ and ‘Early harvest programme’(Parmar, 2020). The
principle thought of the government behind those activities is to support the nation’s
gross production which will in a roundabout way help in meeting the national intrigue
and security.
1.4.2 ICT and Agriculture: Journey to profitable farming

Even in the 21st century, agriculture is the key to national development as India
lives in its farmlands and rural hinterlands. Agriculture is the leading livelihood
supplier in India with over 70 percent of the country’s labor force directly or indirectly
reliant upon it. Today India ranked second worldwide in agricultural output; indeed
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over 50 percent of the Indian farmers live in debt, while poor infrastructure and
lack of relevant information contribute greatly to this and compel them to adopt
the traditional agricultural method. In this scenario, can information and
communication technology alleviate the farmer’s stress and support Indian
agriculture?

The famous quote of Mahatma Gandhi, “Farmer is the father of world”
signifies the importance of agriculture in India as it has been supporting India in
its development since the post-independence era. In the 1960s, biotechnology led
to the transformation that came to be known as the Green revolution and it made
food security status, the strongest in Indian history. While in the 21st century, it is
the digital revolution that hopes to do the same for India’s hardworking farmers.
Underdeveloped and developing countries have been associated with poor farm
practices, intensive labor, low product activity, and low income that made the
agricultural sector particularly unattractive to the new generation of farmers. But
this seems to be changing as the innovation and development of ICT is altering
the perspective of farming by enhancing access to market information, production
techniques, new technologies, and finance opportunities. The adoption of ICT-
enabled programs in the field of agriculture will boost farmer’s competence,
monitoring of diseases and pests, market connectivity, farm advisories, and
resource management that assist farming profitability(“Indian chamber of food
and agriculture,”). In the digitized era, the transformation of agriculture to e-
agriculture “catalyzes institutions and individuals in agriculture and rural
development to share knowledge, learn from others, and improve decision making
about the vital role of ICTs in facilitating sustainable agricultural productivity
and ensuring food security”(“Indian chamber of food and agriculture,”).

The government of India has taken numbers of measures for the promotion
of agricultural productivity by initiating digitalization of land records, agricultural
commodity trading, and information dissemination as it includes ‘m-Kisan-SMS
based farm’, ‘Kisan Call Centres’, ‘Farm advisory through mobiles’, ‘i-Kisan’,
‘eSagu IT-based Personalised Agro Advisory system’, ‘Facebook for farmers and
Extension workers’, ‘SasyaSree- a One Step Telegu portal for Information
Dissemination’, ‘Samaikya Agritech Pvt. Ltd.’, ‘KVK, ICAR’, ‘Action Aid
Bolangir, Orissa’, ‘SATCOM (Satellite Communication Technology), ‘Teja TV’,
‘e-TV’ etc(“Food and agriculture organization of the United Nations,”).

The rapid transformation in the field of agriculture is visible after the
adaptation of the latest innovations and technology. The changing Indian agrarian
culture has contributed to the India’stransformation from ‘anation of starvation



to food exporter ’, stabil i ty in
production, and assisted with arriving
at its goal. In the global rank, India
secures the first position in producing
bananas, papaya, mangoes, milk,
pulses as the nation has produced 29.64
million metric tonnes (MMT) of
banana, 5.64 MMT of papaya, 21.28
MMT of mango, 198 million tonnes
(MT) of milk and 23.01 MT of pulses
during the Fiscal Year 2020 (“India
Brand Equity Foundation”). In the case
of vegetable production, Indian stands
second in the global rank with 188
MMT in FY20 (“India Brand Equity
Foundation”).In the past decade, India

has developed as a significant
agricultural exporter as the country
shipped agricultural products totaled
38.49 billion US dollars in the FY19
(“India Brand Equity Foundation”).
India has encountered massive stability
in consignments and has been assigned
as a striking piece of the worldwide
export system because of the exertion
of government for both production and
export.

However, it can be assumed that
the story behind the decrease of
agricultural imports and stability in
exports is the adaptation of digitalized
modern equipment in the agrarian

(Figure 2)
Source: (Information and communication technology in agriculture, A report to

the G20 Agricultural deputies. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations)

Benefits of ICT towards Agricultural sector
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sector. In the year 2018, a new agricultural export policy was adopted by the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry with an aim ‘to double the farmers’ income
by 2022 by doubling agricultural exports from the country and integrating Indian

farmers and agricultural products into the global value chain’ (“India Brand Equity
Foundation”).
1.4.3.E-Commerce: Hope for youths

(Figure 3)
Source: (National Report on E-Commerce Development in India, 2017)

As of now, only 33% of India’s 1.2 billion population live in urban areas and only
36% of total Indian populations engage in e-commerce activities. That is most of Indian
is still rural and continues to shop offline from its ‘Kirana’ stores as we have seen
domination of retailers in small towns and villages. Now the question arises, how can
E-commerce foster rural development? By the use of e-commerce, rural producers can
exploit electronic platforms to merchandise and purchase fundamental requirements
for their business that will upgrade them from offline to online consumers. E-commerce
is increasingly replacing traditional commerce in other developed and developing
nations, which we can mention about China. In the Yunnan province of China, e-
commerce and online shopping is drastically changing the lives of rural people as now
they sell artisanal via the internet, earlier used to make a living from agriculture. E-
commerce and E-services empower the rural entrepreneurs and enhance the scope of
rural marketing by fostering economic growth, creating jobs, eradicating poverty, and
by promoting trade. International agency like United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development’s ICT Policy Review Programme offers technical backing and advisory
services to boost national e-commerce strategy at the request of the government.

Aid for E-Commerce



(Figure 5)
Source of Data:https://unctad.org/en/Pages/DTL/STI_and_ICTs/ICT4D-

Policies.aspx

To compete with others, the state agency has taken numerous measures such as
Digital India, Make in India, Stat-Up India, Skill India, Innovation fund, Government
e-Marketplace (GeM), National E-Commerce policy of 2019 to enhance trade and
development; where special preference is given on rural marketing (“Department of
commerce - India brand equity foundation,” 2020). The high connectivity of the
internet system has rapidly changed the scenario of trade and commerce as the
government has allocated 1.24 billion US dollar for the BharatNet project, to provide
broadband services to 1,50,000 gram panchayats in 2020-2021 Union budget
(“Department of commerce - India brand equity Foundation,” 2020). E-commerce
pushes Indian business to another level by providing new hope and way of achievement
as it is expected to grow to 200 billion US dollars by 2026 from 38.5 billion in the
year 2017 (Indian E-commerce Industry Report, 2020). The innovations of ICT have
changed the rural mindset and inspire them to do business. Earlier depending on
agriculture was the familiar sign in rural areas, but in the current scenario, people
have become keener on other allied sectors, such as horticulture, sericulture,
sylviculture, vermiculture, apiculture, olericulture, viticulture, floriculture,
arboriculture, pisciculture, etc.
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1.4.4. Emerging leadership and Sound decision making
The impact of ICT is not only limited to agriculture and commerce, indeed it

has a great impact on rural planning and leadership. The rapid development and use
of ICT have changed everything in the rural areas, precisely from unstructured to
structured, elite to participatory democracy. It opens the doors of opportunities, by
which people can use those for their betterment. The increment of ICT makes the
process of ‘grievance redressal’ easier for rural people as it brings a massive
transformation in their life. The innovative technology and revolution in the field of
communication have fostered rural sustainability, reduced dependence on the
extension functionaries as the rural people mostly depend upon various governmental
and non-governmental personnel for attaining information regarding agriculture and
allied sector. “However, ICT will not make extension workers redundant; indeed,
they will be able to concentrate on tasks and services where human interaction is
essential in helping the rural people individually and in small groups to diagnose
their problems, to interpret the data, and to apply their meaning.”(Leeuwis, 1993).
ICT assists in the process of sound decision-making by providing comprehensive,
timely, and up-to-date information, a catalytic role in developing rural areas.
Information and communication are requisite for updating and resolving rural
problems as it inspires people to participate in the governmental process by facilitating
prompt feedback system and by speedy analyzing and decision making.
1.4.5. Accommodating subalterns: Empowerment and Emancipation

The world is becoming increasingly connected as high-speed broadband and
ICT allow the greater exchange of knowledge and transactions. ICT always plays a
crucial role in empowering subalterns as it “is often promoted as a solution to a
range of social ills” (Stahl, 2008). ICT is responsible for the massive amount of
improvement in the rural sector; hence its main aim is to empower and emancipate
rural subalterns via improving their living standard, liberating from conventional
outlook, and providing ‘a voice’ that allows them to contribute to the development
process. ‘A voice’ has changed everything in their lives; provides an opportunity to
express their views and to be a part of the decision-making process. The sophisticated
equipment has altered their ‘mode of living and thinking as it motivates through
training and exchange of dialogue to a scale, where they can take the decision, choose
and even generate their path for development. Innovative technologies lead to
participatory democracy, by which they can interact with other fellow beings,
customers, suppliers, and the entire procedure has contributed towards educating
rural communities. The internet facilities have enhanced the rural condition by aiding
remotest villages and access to customary and trustworthy information from the



global library. ICT has played a noteworthy role in targeting marginalized sections
and empowering rural youth and women; this was pointed in the report of the United
Nations Development Programme, 2000.
1.5 Something is still missing...

The fourth industrial revolution brings a new era of thinking, a revolution in the
field of technology, and massive transformation in livelihood standards as the
alteration will be not usual for anything mankind has encountered previously. The
newly emerged digitalized era is unfolding, integrating, extending, and involving all
stakeholders of global polity; from public to private and urban to rural. Those who
can access and afford can consume it for making their lifestyle well-organized and
pleasurable. Indeed, like others, it has faced some complexity towards achieving
goals as it is becoming a blessing for some and a sin for others. Notable economists
Erik Brynjolfsson and Andrew McAfee in their book, “Race against machine” argued
that however conceivably at the price of greater discrimination and disparity in the
public arena; progressed automated advances are making individuals progressively
inventive, creative, and more extravagant.ICT has disrupted labor markets by shifting
the production model from ‘human to machine’; while high skilled and well-equipped
have caught more demand, on another side, unskilled and traditional laborers have
gradually lost jobs. This pathetic condition of laborers is more detectable in the
bucolic corner of the nation; where surmounting modernization has transmuted their
status of employment and mode of production.

For a developing country like India, the cost of basic internet rests a strong
blockage as it is not easy for those deprived of necessities of life to afford these
expensive as poverty and adequacy of resources are a rural problem in India. On the
other hand, strengthening the backbone of the internet is of utmost importance as the
development of communication and power infrastructure in rural areas is poor. Even
though the satellite and various technologies have been developed around urban
cities, the infrastructural installation is also insufficient even there. Illiteracy is a
barrier to the participation of the knowledge society. A large portion of the rural
populace of a developing nation like India, the majority of which are women, are
illiterate and most of all pictorial and audiovisuals usually contain some text that
goes with it. This means that these individuals are disadvantaged and lack the basic
skills mandatory for the sustenance of ICT. Even a low literacy rate is a major factor
that demotivates people towards technology, as computers and internet usage mainly
depends on the English language and people know only their national or regional
languages in most of the areas. Thus, ICTs have limited the efficiency for the masses
of rural areas and there is a shortage of relevant material in the local or regional
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languages which don’t affect their need. It is also important to throw light on the fact
that the seed of superstition is so deeply rooted in the neglected corners of India that
a shine in technologies cannot easily lighten the minds of most people because
superstitions are well alive in the high tech world. Even the conservative minds
believe that the dominance of the new technological wave is overwhelming and
irresistible; it directly or indirectly changes the realm of culture. In certain areas,
emerging anti-globalist attitudes, such as conservatism, deglobalization, have
additionally affected people’s outlooks to see new changes and their adaptation.

1.6 Final Thoughts: The making of an advanced nation
As the world is moving towards another bearing, nations need to move towards

accomplishing their objectives and national interest. In the race of pride and prospects,
national development has become the evolving arena of interest not only for advanced
but also for developing and undeveloped nations. In such a manner, ICT can be
observed as crucial for the accomplishment of national interest, having the potential
to facilitate countrywide growth and for the development of the geographically
scattered rural segment of developing nation. The blend of ICT and globalization has
not only led to social, agricultural, commercial, financial diversions; indeed they are
promoting new realities of the global economy and politics around the world. The
expenditure prerequisite to set up and launch an ICT framework can be a burden and
barrier for a developing country like India, although its enormous effectiveness for
rural people cannot be overlooked. On the off chance, if India wants to develop, ICT
needs to assume an incredible job towards improving its rustic territories as the
significant piece of national improvement relies upon it. Notwithstanding, rather
than underlining more on adaptation and policy formulation, the government has to
shift their dimensions from ‘technological concerns to strategic evaluation’ and
consideration must be given on the content in local languages, capacity building
among stakeholders, availability, and relevance of services. Alongside this, the
government has to ensure cross-sectoral and multi-stakeholder investment, collective
engagement, and affordable access to ICTs according to the requirements of the target
groups which will assist the country with becoming a forward-looking nation.
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1. Introduction - Human Development is the process of enlarging the opportunities
and choices for all the people of the society. Such a process becomes discriminatory
and unjust if women of the society are not getting the benefits of the progress. Denial of
equal opportunities to women in social, economic and political fields is a major hurdle
of modern progress. “In no society today do women enjoy the same opportunities as
men. Paradoxically, the progress of the past two decades has in some way expanded
women’s capabilities but not expanded the opportunities available to them. Economic
growth not always automatically translated into gender development and that high human
development also leads to lowering of gender disparity” (GHDR 2004).

There is an urgent need to understand the extent of disparities exist between
men and women. UNDP’s Human Development Reports since 1995 have vividly
mentioned that nowhere in the world women and men are enjoying equal opportunities,
although in many developed countries significant progress has been made towards
the development of women. The four main components of human development i.e.
productivity, equity, sustainability and empowerment demand to address the gender
issue as development issue.
Rabhas: The Tribe under Study – One of the nine scheduled tribes in the plain
districts of Assam, the Rabhas belong to the Indo-Mongoloid group of people and



have similarities with other members of Boro group such as Garo, Kachari, Mech
and Hajong. The Rabhas are widely concentrated in the districts of Goalpara, Udalguri,
Kamrup and Kokrajhar of Assam. Besides Assam, Rabhas are also found in West
Bengal, Meghalaya, Manipur, Nepal and Bangladesh. According to 2011 census the
total population of Rabhas is 296,189 which constitute 0.95 percent of the total
population of Assam and 7.63 percent of total ST population of Assam. Goalpara
District has the highest number of Rabha population with 35.03 percent of total
Rabha population of Assam live there.
          Gender discrimination is one of the major concerns among the Rabhas. As per
2011 census the gap between female literacy rate and male literacy rate is almost 13
percent which is higher than the state and national gender gap in literacy rate. Again
the superstitious evil practice of witch hunting is quite common among the Rabhas.
Geographically Goalpara is one of the worst affected district in Assam in terms of
wide spread presence of witch hunting practices. Witch hunting is understood as a
manifestation of low social status of women where violence and dominance against
women are legitimized by calling her a witch (Choudhuri, 2012).. Under this context,
the present study attempts to discuss the issues of gender gap in the case of Rabhas
of Goalpara district of Assam.
2. Objective

To assess the Gender gap in the dimensions of HDI among the Rabhas of Goalpara
district of Assam.
3. Methodology -  Data Source

The study is mainly based on primary data. The required primary data are
collected through sample survey. By following multistage sampling technique
(random and purposive), the samples for the study have been drawn. For the
present study Goalpara district of Assam has been selected as the sample district
as Goalpara district contains the highest numbers of Rabha population. From
Goalpara district, Balijana, Matia and Dudhnoi revenue circle have been selected
as sample Revenue Circles as these three Revenue Circles contain the highest
number of Rabha villages. After that from each RC, 4 sample Rabha villages are
selected randomly. Therefore, a total of 12 villages have been selected randomly
for the study. Now from each village 20 percent of the households are randomly
selected as sample households. Finally, a total of 275 households from the sample
villages are selected for the purpose of the study. The necessary data to fulfill the
objectives of the study have been collected through direct interview with the help of
structured questionnaires prepared for the study.
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Methods
To assess the gender gap among Rabhas various standard indicators like sex ratio,
child sex ratio, infant mortality rate, literacy rate, gross enrollment ratio, work
participation rate etc. are used. To measure gender disparity and women empowerment
among the Rabhas, we also constructed Gender Differential Index (GDI) and Women
Empowerment Index (WEI).
 4. Discussion and Analysis Gender Gap in Health

Gender disparity is most visible in the health spare and is indicated by adverse
sex ratio, adverse child sex ratio and high female infant mortality rate.
Sex Ratio

Sex ratio is the number of women per 1000 males. It reflects the status of
women in a society. Women are biologically stronger and enjoy higher survival rates
than men. If there is no discrimination against women then sex ratio would be more
than 1000. So basically an adverse sex ratio reflects discrimination against women.
Sex ratio of a region can be low because of high female mortality rate, high maternal
mortality rate, practice of female feticide and infanticide and negligence of the health
of the girl child (GHDR 2004). The sex ratio of the Rabha community has been
calculated from the sample households and it is found only 919 which is lower than
the state average and national average as per 2011 census data.
Child Sex Ratio

Child sex ratio is also known as Juvenile Sex Ratio. It is the sex ratio of the
population in the age group 0-6 years. Child sex ratio is less likely to be affected by
in migration. The child sex ratio of the Rabha sample households is found 954 which
is better than the overall sex ratio of the sample households. The child sex ratio of
the Rabhas are slightly lower than the state average of 957 and higher than the national
average of 914 in 2011.
Infant Mortality Rate

Infant Mortality Rate is a very important indicator of health attainments and it
is used as a proxy of measuring health attainment. Infant mortality rate is the number
of children dying before their 1st birthday. Here in order to observe the gender gap in
health attainment both male infant mortality rate and female infant mortality rate
have been calculated from the field survey data. According to the sample survey data
the female infant mortality rate among the Rabhas are 54.54 which is higher than the
male infant mortality rate 39.21.



Table 1
Comparison of Female and Male IMR

Female IMR Male IMR Total IMR
Rabhas 54.54 39.21 47.17

Source: Field Survey Data
Thus we can see the difference in the male infant mortality rate and female

infant mortality rate among the Rabhas of Goalpara district of Assam.
Gender Gap in Education

Education is the most fundamental means to expand opportunities, to build
capabilities and to safeguard freedom. Access to education is very important for
making informed choices, to participate in economic and political activities, using
modern technologies and to acquire protection against exploitation (Arunachal
Pradesh Human Development Report 2005). Gender disparities in educational
attainments reflect the existence of gender inequalities in a society or a region.
Education of women leads to greater access to resources, better health, better child
care, reduction of fertility and better decision making. Considering all these facts an
attempt has been made to look in to the progress made by Rabha women in the
sphere of education.
Gender Wise Distribution of Educational Status

Here an attempt has been made to analyze gender wise distribution of
educational status among the Rabhas prior to study the female literacy rate and female
adult literacy rate. Table 2 provides gender wise distribution of educational status
among the sample population.

Table 2
Gender Wise Distribution of Educational Status among

the Rabhas
Level of

Education Male Female Total Percentage
Nos. % Nos. %

Illiterate 83 12.90 132 22.29 215 17.40
Primary 106 16.46 72 12.16 178 14.40

Middle English 97 15.06 100 16.89 197 15.94
Up to HSLC 165 25.62 151 25.51 316 25.57
Up to HS 100 15.25 59 9.97 159 12.86
Graduate 24 3.72 13 2.20 37    2.99
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Post Graduate 4 0.62 3 0.51 7     0.56
Doesn’t arise
(child) 56 10.09 62 10.47 127 10.27
Total 644 100 592 100 123 6100

    Source: Field Survey
From the above table it can be observed that proportion of illiterate person is

higher among females (22.29 percent) as compared to male (12.90 percent). Majority
of the female population have their education up to Middle English school (16.89%)
and up to HSLC (25.51%). On the other hand, it should be mentioned that proportion
of the sample population having higher education is more among the males than
female.
Literacy Rate

According to the census of India, a person aged 7 years or more than 7 years
who can read and write with understanding in any language is called a literate person
(Census of India). A person who can merely read but cannot write is not categorized
as a literate person. Any formal education or minimum standard of education is not
necessary to consider a person as literate. In order to measure the gender gap in
literacy rate both male and female literacy rate has been calculated separately for the
Rabhas of Goalpara district. The female literacy rate, male literacy rate and gender
gap in literacy rate in shown in table 3.

Table 3
Comparison of Male and Female Literacy Rate

Source: Field Survey
Thus from table 3 it can be observed that male literacy rate is 85.6 percent and
female literacy rate is 75.1 percent among the sample population. The gap between
the male literacy rate and female literacy rate is 10.5 percent which is very high and
warrants immediate attention.
Adult Literacy Rate

Adult Literacy rate is a very important component of HDI and it is considered
as the most important parameters of educational attainment (NHDR 2011). UNDP
in its first Human Development Report (HDR 1990) used only adult literacy rate to
measure the educational attainment for the construction of Human Development



Index. The Adult Literacy Rate is defined as the percentage of total population aged
15 years and over who can both write read and with understanding a short simple
statement on his/her everyday life. Here in order to see the gender gap in adult literacy
rate both male and female adult literacy rate have been calculated separately. According
to the field survey data the female adult literacy rate among the Rabha tribe is found
71 percent. On the other hand male adult literacy rate is found 82.3 percent. Thus we
can see a huge gender gap in terms of Adult literacy rate among the Rabhas of Goalpara
district of Assam.

Gross Enrolment Ratio
The Gross Enrolment Ratio for the Rabhas has been calculated for both male

and female population and it is found 100 percent enrolment ratio in both the cases.
Thus in case of Gross Enrolment Ratio, there is no discrimination or disparity between
male and female population of the Rabhas which is a very good sign.

Gender Gap in Income
The income gap among the male and female population has also been calculated.

Here the per capita income of both male and female population has been calculated
in order to see the gender gap in income among the Rabhas. It has been estimated
that the per capita income of the male population is Rs. 40178/- while the per capita
income of the female population is Rs 23606/-. On the other hand, the per capita
income of the entire population is Rs. 32241. So we can clearly see that there is a
huge difference between the per capita income of the male and female population.
Here per capita income gap is Rs. 16572/-.

Work Participation Rate
The contribution of women in economic field remains underreported in the

official data system because of the problems associated with the valuation of unpaid
and unaccounted work. Work participation rate among the male and female population
can also reflect the gender gap. Therefore, work participation rate among the people
of age group 15-59 has been calculated. Work participation rate as defined by the
census of India is the proportion of total workers involved in various economically
productive works to total population.

Work Participation Rate 

Where,    W = Total Workers
                P = Total Population
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The table 4 shows the work participation rate of male and female Rabha
population.

Table 4
Work Participation Rate between the Age Group (19-59)

Male Female
 Work Participation Rate 65.52% 40.37%

Source: Field Survey
It is observed from the above table that work participation rate among the

male population is higher than the female population. Thus we can see gender gap
with respect to work participation rate among the Rabhas of Goalpara district of
Assam.
Women’s Household Decision Making –
        Decision making capacity of women within the household is one of the important
steps towards their emancipation. Evidence shows that women with greater autonomy
in decision making resulted in improved maternal and child health, greater
nourishments at the family level and good education to the children (Rajaram, 2013).
In the following paragraph we have analyzed women’s decision making power within
the household using data presented in Table 5.
The data reveals an encouraging picture in this regard in the study area. Although in
cases of 8.57 per cent households, the major household decisions were taken by
women only as against in 12.86 per cent cases by their husbands but in 78.57 per
cent cases decisions were made jointly by husband and wife. In majority households,
decisions were jointly taken.

Table 5
Household Decision Making Power of Rabha Women in Goalpara District

 Wife Alone Husband Alone Both
 8.57 12.87 78.57

Source: Field Survey

Construction of GDI and WEI –
       To measure gender disparity and women empowerment among the Rabhas, we
constructed Gender Differential Index (GDI) and Women Empowerment Index (WEI).
WEI is a simple equally weighted average of three sub-indices namely female literacy
index, female work participation index and index for female share in politics. For
the construction of GDI, we used indicators like ratio of female to male literacy



rates, ratio of female to male work participation rates, ratio of female to male share
in politics and female to male sex ratio. GDI was then constructed as a simple average
of these four indices. Higher the value of the index lower is the gender disparity.
WEI and GDI were constructed using the following formula:

To construct GDI among the Rabhas, we used the ratio of female to male decision
making power at household level as a proxy variable for women’s political
participation since no woman in the study area had ever been the member of even the
grassroots level of governance. Again to construct WEI, we used women’s household
decision making instead of women’s share in politics for the same reason.
Construction of WEI –

Thus we can say that the level of empowerment among the Rabha women is not
satisfied.
Construction of GDI –
Ratio of female to male literacy rate = 0.877
Ratio of female to male work participation rate = 0.616
Ratio of female to male decision making power at household level = 0.665
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Therefore, Gender Differential Index =  

                                                             = 0.719
The GDI of the Rabhas indicates the existence of gender gap among them.
4. Conclusion – Thus from the above discussion we can say that gender
discrimination is one of the major concerns among the Rabhas.  The Rabhas have
adverse sex ratio, adverse child sex ratio, higher female infant mortality rate and
high maternal mortality rate. There is also huge gender gap in literacy rate, adult
literacy rate and work participation rate. The WEI and GDI of the Rabhas are also
lower indicating that women don’t have the same level of development
opportunities as men.
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Abstract
Gender Studies is an interdisciplinary
field of study which focuses the
phenomenon of gender. The study of
gender helps us to broaden our
understanding of gender identity and
culture, the intersection of gender with
race and ethnicity, class and sexuality.
Gender has become a very important
word in discussion on development.
Gender studies focuses on both genders
and their relations to each other. Atthe
sometime, it takes into account how
gender intersects with social, ethnic and
cultural differences. These multiple
interdependencies allow Gender Studies
to produce more perceived knowledge.
Gender studies are new fields struggling
to accept as legitimate academic fields
equal to mainstream disciplines. The
‘defiant stance of post – colonial Indian
women poets is manifested in terms of
bold pronouncement of feminine urges,

experiences and viewpoints in their
poetic expressions. Among the modern
Indian women poets writing in English,
Kamala Das is the first who dared to
speak out for those women who refused
to tether to the orthodoxy of tradition.
The present paper appreciates Kamala
Das rebellious attitude in the poetry with
reference to the socio-literary
background of Indian woman hood.
KEYWORDS: Gender ideology,
Gender relation, Identity, Post - colonial
crisis.
1. Introduction : Gender Studies has
started during the early 20th century. But
Gender Studies has been commonly
known since the 1970s when scholars
and writers paid attention to literature
and gender. Gender Studies is becoming
a central concern in various universities
and research institutes all over the world
as it has an important impact on the
process of learning. The aims of Gender
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Studies are to educate students with the
issue of gender from a social, cultural
and psychological level and teach them
to use the gender issues within their own
disciplines. It does not only investigate
the actual differences between women
and men, but also assists students to
think critically about what these
differences mean in belief system in a
socio – cultural context. It is related to
studies of class, inequality, race, ethnicity
and sexuality.
2. Objectives : The objectives of Gender
Studies is defined as–

a) to conscientious both men and
women by helping them to
understand, recognize and
acknowledge the
multidimensional roles played by
women in society.

b) to promote better understanding
in the process of social,
technological and environmental
change.

c) to contribute to the pursuit of
human rights.

d) to investigate the causes of
gender disparities – analyzing
structural, cultural and attitudinal
factors.

e) to empower women in their
struggle against inequality and for
effective participation in all areas
of society and development.

f) to render invisible women visible
in particular women of the
underprivileged strata, and to

help develop alternative
concepts, approaches and
strategies for development.
(Majumder, 1985).

3. Kamala Das :- A Feminist Poet :
The poetry of Kamala Das extents

our understanding of life,especially that
of women's inward experience. She is
more a poet, a feminist and a
confessional than any other poets. In her
poetry, women's problems need a
different lens and different semantic set
to express women truly. Being a women
and love poet, Kamala Das regrets that
critics do not realize the values of her
poetry. But Kamala Das takes boldness
to stand against the odds of scandal
indignity, and character assassination.
She is a liberated women and a creative
writer. She seems to be a solitary
visionary standing all alone and aloof
like a feminine Columbus. Kamala Das
is a delegate women's activist writer. The
themes common in the greater part of her
poems makes her poems very
engrossing, confession booth and
women's activist
4. Feminism – A Form of Revolt
Against Patriarchal Prejudices And
Bias :

If Kamala Das poetics of resistance
presupposes the marginalization of
individuals and groups on diverse bases,
then the most crucial factor behind that
marginalization must have been
‘gender’. The concept of ‘gender’ has
now extended its field of reference to



include not only individual identity and
personality but also, at the symbolic
level, cultural ideals and stereotypes of
masculinity and feminity, and at the
structural level, the sexual division of
labour in the family as well as in the work
place. This semantic expansion of gender
has led to the development of allied
concepts like 'gender roles' and `gender
discrimination’. Based on these
conceptual outgrowths, we can perceive
differential treatment of baby boys and
girls who are turned into adult men and
women by the process of socialization
in childrearing, education, youth-culture
and family ideology. Significantly, these
process of socialization continue to
differentiate between men and women
for the rest of their respective lives. This
“differential treatment based on gender
has, therefore, been a major cause of
marginalization, resulting in denial of
certain basic rights to women.

“Third World feminism', as
preached by Rehena Ghadially and as
practised by Kamala

Das, is fundamentally humanistic
and pro-active, whereas much of the
mainstream western feminism is
reactive' to a significant extent
(Ghadially : 1988, 94 ). So, in keeping
with this view, Das advocates the
empowerment of women through
awareness and activism though not at the
cost of men. Her feminism, as Das
herself states, unlike that of the western
Radical Feminist has never been

‘antimale’. The ballad symbolizes a
challenge of all womanhood against the
male ego :

“You planned to tame a swallow, to
hold her

In the long summer of your love so
that she would forget Not the raw seasons
alone, and the homes left.

Behind, but
Also her nature, the urge to fly,
and the endless
Pathways of the sky..........”
The poem entitled The Old

Playhouse is most remarkable so far as
its confessional quality is concerned.
Here Kamala Das describes, in unusually
frank terms, the kind of life which she
had been leading with her husband. This
poem describes, mataphorically, Kamala
Das's feelings of suffocation in husband's
home as a consequence of her husband's
selfishness, selfcentredness, egoism and
exaggerated sense of his own
importance.  Kamala Das's narrow life
of domesticity with her husband, and her
husband's unemotional manner of
performing the sexual act with her, had
driven her to desperation and had made
her feel that her mind was like an old
theatre – hall which was no longer in use
and all the lights of which was no longer
in use and all the lights of which had been
put out. Then she expresses her resolve
to liberate herself from this kind of
slavery to her husband No ordinary
woman would describe her unhappy
conjugal life in such explicit terms as
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Kamala Das has done in his poem.
5. Main Focus In Her Works :

In the poem The Freaks, Kamala
Das describes a sexual experience and
the feelings which accompanied it. Her
feelings, as she lay in bed with a man,
were ambivalent She did experience the
gratification of her sexual desire at the
time but she felt disappointed by the lack
of any love or affection for her in his
heart. She felt his fingers moving upon
her body nimbly enoughbut not with the
kind of urgency and passion which
would arouse in her a yearning for an
emotional union with him in addition to
desiring the gratification of her lust. This
poem clearly shows her frankness in
dealing with the subject of sex. She is so
frank here as to call herself a freak and
to confess that, in order to save her face,
she flaunts, at times, a grand, flamboyant
lust. Then there isa poem entitled The
sunshine Cat in which she complains
about the pain and the suffering which,
first her husband, and then the many
other men with whom she had a sexual
experience, caused to her. She accuses
her husband or having been a selfish and
cowardly man who neither loved her nor
used her properly but who was a ruthless
watcher of her sexual act with other men.
She had tried her utmost to please her
sexual partners by clinging to their hairy
chests, but they all told her that they
could only gratify her sexual desire but
could not leave her. The consequence
was that she lay in bed weeping, trying

to build walls with tears. As for her
husband, he used to shut her in a room
every morning which he locked and
which he opened only when he returned
from his work in the evenings. The streak
of sunshine which fell at the doorstep
looked like a yellow cat, keeping her
company all day. But when winter came,
the streak of sunshine was reduced only
to a hair – thin line; and, one evening
when her husband returned from his
work, he found her half – dead, with the
result that she had now become entirely
useless to men from the sexual point of
view. What kamala Das here means to
say is that the heart of all these lovers of
hers had been absolutely empty of any
sentiment of love or affection for her, and
that she had therefore lost all desire for
any further love making. This poem
obviously contains a confession which
an ordinary woman in a similar
predicament would never revealed to
anybody.

In the poem entitled The Invitation,
Kamala Das recalls that her lover,
presumably her husband, used to perform
the sexual act with her in a casual
manner, coming to her in the intervals
of his office- work, and then going away.
She did feel a certain pleasure during her
sexual act with that man so that the bed,
six feet long and two feet wide, seemed
to have become a paradise for her, but

the departure of the lover or his
desertion of her made her desperate and
she felt like commiting suicide by



jumping into the sea which seemed to
be inviting her to enter its water and
perish.
6. Role Of Indian Background :

The universe of Kamala's poems is
totally Indian or a world that she has
made her own. Notwithstanding, more
than the Indianess what strikes one most
in her poems is the feminine sensibility.
Both in her poetry and exposition she
turns out as the writer of feminine wants,
desires and fears, or the victor of
women's inspiration. She showed
tremendous mettle in defying the sexual
expansionism and giving desire and
assurance to young ladies that they can
reject the injured individual position, that
they can frustrate the hottest cultures
push to abuse and minimizewomen. The
confession booth made in Kamala Das
is a vibe of self and to put this self in
focus with all selves?. Kamala Das'
poetry exemplifies the organizations of
women ascending out of that state of
abuse and servitude, and looking to
develop their identity and the self.
Obviously, this is anything but a
straightforward and uncomplicated
technique as this incorporates discarding
a lot, and testing the injured self that
conveys what needs to be in so many
different temperaments. Kamala Das
writes in her poetiy about the situation
of woman and oppose the predominance
of man. The impact of male centric
society is found in all religions just as
their scriptures. As the religious leaders

were all men, the scriptures composed
by them were male situated and thus,
women were given second rate position
in families just as social orders. Kamala
Das is a savagely feminine sensibility
that challenges without restraints to
explain the damages it has gotten in a
heartless to a great extent man-made
world. Obviously, the unending
reiteration of such hurt, such baffle, such
pessimism, should at some point or
another decline into a mannerism, yet
one expectations - and her outstanding
ability offers the ground for such
expectations - she will exceed this
fixation at the appointed time and
discover her way to a season less
attempting.

Kamala Das is an extraordinary and
unique poet with an unmistakable poetic
identity of her own. At the point when
getting it done, she stays unequaled and
supreme. She demonstrates wonderful
command and straightforwardness over
the utilization of English and has
developed a style that is described by an
everyday effortlessness and lucidity.
Since English is most dear to her, she
normally and skillfully utilizes it to
express her emotions, her sentiments, her
memories, her adoration and sexual
encounters, her frustations and
disillusionments generally viably.
7. Gender Issues In India :

Forty-two years have passed since
the United Nation first decided to
commemorate March gth as
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International Women's Day, marking a
historical transition in the feminist
movement. Gender remains a critically
important and largely ignored lens to
view development issues across the
world. On this past occasion of
International Women's Day 2019, here
is an amalgamation of gendered learning
outcomes across various crucial themes
for public policy in India, emerging from
India's past research on political
economy, financial inclusion and health

a. Political Economy : In 2017,
India ranked 130 out of 146 in the
Gender Inequality Index released by the
UNDP. It is evident that a stronger tuin
in political discourse is required, taking
into consideration both public and
private spaces. The normalization of
intra-household violence is a huge
detriment to the welfare of women.
Crimes against women have doubled in
the period 1991 and 2011. While current
policy discourse recommends
employment as a form of empowerment
for women, data presents a disturbing
correlation between female participation
in labour force and their exposure to
domestic violence. The researchers
advocated a multi-faceted approach to
women's empowerment beyond mere
labour force participation, taking into
consideration extra- household
bargaining power. Gender inequality
extends across various facets of society.
Political participation is often perceived
as a key factor to rectify this situation.

However gender bias extends to electoral
politics and representative governance as
well. The relative difference between
male and female voters is the key to
understanding gender inequality in
politics. While the female voter turnout
has been steadily increasing, the number
of female candidates fielded by parties
has not increased. More women contest
as independents, which doesnot provide
the cover for extraneous costs otherwise
available when they are part of political
party. A steady increase in female voter
participation has been observed across
india, wherein the sex ratio of voter
(number of female voters ) has increased
from 715 in the 1960s to 883 in the
2000s. Our studies have shown that
women are more likely to contest
elections in states.

b. Financial Inclusion : In the
developing world, women have
traditionally been the focus of efforts of
financial inclusion. They have proved to
be better borrowers largely attributed to
the fact that they are less mobile as
compared to men and more susceptible
to peer pressure. However, institutions
in microfinance are exposed to the trade-
off between market growth and social
development since having more female
clients leads to the inevitable drip-down
of social incentives. As an attempt to
overcome this hurdle, a larger role can
be played by donors with a gender driven
agenda, for the financial inclusion sector
will drive the idea further.



8.Conclusion : It is important to
recognize that gender studies since the
1970’s , is not merely the particular locus
of social production and reproduction .
It is the symbol of sociality : an iconic
form that stands for something else.
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